
business and community life for  the city and
county. Projects include a new City Hall and
police headquarters, Pensacola Regional Airport
terminal (built entirely through fees derived from
the users: airlines, car rental companies, etc.),
and a multi-use athletic complex.  Rod attended
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Autism Community Spirit Award given to long-time ASP friend Kendig
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May 19 – 6:30 p.m. -Camp Parent Orientation at
ARC Gateway
May 23 – 11:00 a.m. - GASP End-of-School-Year
Picnic, Bayview Park, Pensacola
May 26 – 9:30 a.m. – Pensacola Chat, Village Inn,
9th Ave.
May 28 – 10 a.m. - ASP Council , ARC Gateway,
Susan’s Office
May 30 – 10:00 a.m. - Camp Parent Orientationat
ARC Gateway
June 15 & 16 – 9:00 a.m.- Camp Set-Up days – Vol-
unteers needed!
June 22 – 9:00 a.m. - First Day of Camp!
June 24 – 6:35 p.m. - Autism Awareness Night at
Pelican Park,UWF
August 18 - 6:30 p.m. - ASP Night Meeting, 
Dr. Suhrbier will be the speaker at our monthly
evening meeting at ARC Gateway

* * * * *
GASP will not meet until September, but we hope to
see all grandparents at the May 23rd Picnic. Ques-
tions, call Jenny Doyle @ 607-6951.

* * * * *
Check at www.autismpensacola.org  for other meet-
ings and updates.

2009 Teacher of the Year: 
Faye Prior

2009 Professional of the Year: 
Dr. Leasha Barry

Awards presented to friends of ASP at annual dinner

When Jessica and Danny Lapen moved their
family to Pace in 2006, ASP became the fortunate
recipients of Jessica’s altruism.  She jumped right in
and worked tirelessly, helping to make the world a
brighter place for our families living with autism.

Since 2007, Jessica has spent countless hours
helping to make Kids for Camp a reality.  This year
she has taken on the leadership role of Camp Pro-
ject Director.  She is also serving as the ASP Council
Chairperson this year, and for the past few months,
she has served as Acting Recording Secretary.

Jessica does all of these things for ASP out of the
goodness of her heart.  She is truly a gift to us all.
We are so very grateful for her and proud to recog-
nize her as our 2009 Volunteer of the Year.

Volunteer of the Year:
Jessica Lapen

Danny and Jessica Lapen

Dr. Leasha Barry
has worked tireless-
ly since coming to
Pensacola to
improve the lives of
those living with
autism by training
students to become
Board Certified
Behavior Analysts. 

BCBAs provide the‘best practice’ for teach-
ing children with autism as many areas strug-
gle to meet this ever growing need.  

Dr. Barry’s creativity has been a gift to UWF
and to our community as she has students
from as far away as California acquiring their
certification through her program.

Last summer, Dr. Barry donated countless
hours towards the development of the Sacred
Heart Autism Center and Kids for Camp.  

Dr. Barry submitted a presentation on Kids
for Camp and was accepted for the prestigious
ABA International conference in Phoenix, AZ
this May.  

Leasha was unable to attend the Dinner as
she is currently undergoing cancer treatments,
but even so, she is already volunteering to
support Kids for Camp 2009.  

We gratefully designate Dr. Leasha Barry
as our Autism Professional of the Year. 

Upcoming events        Check Website for meetings which will resume in August or September

About 20 children and young adults with autism gathered at
ARC Gateway for Art Fun Day on March 7th. The purpose of this
event was to create artwork to be sold at a fundraiser in April.  This
was a great opportunity for our children to be actively involved in
an activity aimed at helping others.  This was also a chance for
ASP to partner with our friends at Sacred Heart Hospital as we
“build” the new Autism Center.   

Many colorful creations were on display throughout the day as
the children completed their artwork.  Trains, planets, kites, and
animals were just some of the images our children created.  Volun-
teers from Sacred Heart Hospital were on hand to help “inspire”
our young artists, and parents lent a helping hand whenever their
children needed it.  

At the end of the day, a large collection of artwork was donated to
be sold at the Resource Fair and Art Celebration to held at Sacred
Heart.  Art Fun Day truly was a “fun day” for all participants. The chil-
dren let their creativity shine, while the adults enjoyed the opportunity
to witness the miracle of our children’s imaginations!

Dr. Leasha Barry

We would like to welcome Dr. Ed and Kitty Meadows
to our community.  Dr. Ed Meadows is the new 

President of PJC, and we are very grateful 
for the partnership which PJC has with ASP. 

Faye Pryor came to camp in 2007 where she
proved to be an amazing teacher and leader.  She
is always supportive of her fellow staff members,
arriving early everyday to prepare coffee and get
everyone off on the right foot!  

When a family had trouble with transportation,
she stepped in and helped!  She truly loves all the
children she teaches and always goes the extra
mile for them.  

Faye has incorporated the principles she learned
at camp to support the children she teaches at Lip-
scomb Elementary where she has taught since
2006.  She loves teaching at Lipscomb and says
her mother is her inspiration.

Fayeencourages so many, and ASP proudly
recognizes her as our 2008 Kids for Camp Teacher
of the Year.  

ASP Director Susan Byram and Faye Prior

s

Art Fun Day brings creativity and camaraderie

Thank Yous and Remembrances

Honorarium
Bill & Patsy Baxter in honor of David Byram
Mike and Pam Keller in honor of Julian Irby

Memorial
David & Bonnie McKinney

for William Sterzing

Donation 
Thank Yous
Jim and Shirley Cronley

Eastern Shore Wesley Bible Church
Jacqueline Falzone

James Kilroy
Dr. and Mrs. Ed Meadows
Alan and Marjorie Moore

Organize Right Now
Jennifer Packer

Coralee Richardson
Richard and Lea Schneider

Jon and Lynda Stier
Sue Straughn

County Commissioner Marie Young

Matthew Sterzing (below) enjoys Art day
with his dad, while Michael Mendiola

(right) shows off some of his artwork.
Carol DeLugo shows off art made by her

daughter Rachael (bottom photo).

GASP End-of-Year Picnic
The annual picnic will be held once again at BayView

Park, 2001 East Lloyd St., near Pensacola Bay.  

Saturday, May 23, 2009
Starts at 10 am til 1 pm appx. 

Fishing starts at 9:30 am

We are working on getting fishing poles donated 
so that all the kids, teens and adults who want to take a
chance at catching Sunday's dinner will have a chance. 

Burgers and hot dogs will be 
provided as well as drinks

and chips. We ask that fami-
lies provide a side dish or

dessert to share. Call Jenny
Doyle at 607-6951 or Joan

Harbuck at 432-6903



PLATINUM SPONSORS
Baskerville-Donovan, Inc.

Pensacola News Journal • pnj.com
The Studer Group

GOLD SPONSORS
Burns Family Foundation

FormSystems, Inc.
Gulf Power

Irby Engineering & Construction, Inc
Levin Papantonio 

SILVER SPONSORS
BPM

Carlan Consulting, LLC
Child Neurology Center of NW FL

Baptist Health Care
Growing Child Pediatrics

Gulf Coast Community Bank
Hilton, Hampton Inn, Innisfree Hotels

Marianna Airmotive
Ron and Jan Miller

Pete and Angela Moore
O’Sullivan Creel, LLP

Regions Bank
Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital

Thompson Engineering, Paul Klotz
Dr. Kevin Welch, Medical Center Clinic

TABLE SPONSORS
Baptist Hospital

Budweiser
Logan Fink

Pete McMaster/Malcolm Pirnie
Mike Papantonio 

Pensacola Apothecary

DINNER COMMITTEE
Buzz & Debbie Ritchie, Co-Chairs

Kevin and Jenny Doyle, Auction Chairs
Jane Birdwell
Susan Byram
Louis Codone
Sharon Fink
Lisa Hertel

Adam Robinson
Carol Thomas
Gillian Ward

Annual Dinner Auction raises money to send children to camp for six weeks this summer!
1 2 43 5

12

6 7 8 9

13

10

11

PAGE 4 PAGE 5

1. Malcolm Thomas, the new Escambia County Superin-
tendent of Schools,  was  interested in the event’s
cause as the school system’s partnership with ASP’s
Kids for Camp is vital to the camp’s success.  We are
extremely thankful for their help and cooperation.  

2. Terry and Mike Pappantonio (a partner in the Levin Law
Firm, radio talk show host, columnist, etc) were having
a ball at the dinner

3. Will Fink provided the music for the reception hour for
the 5th year, while guests browsed the many auction
items.

4. Howard and Myra Fowler, president of the Emerald
Coast Autism Society, a sister organization.

5. Sue Straughn, WEAR Anchorwoman and a member of
the ASP Board, expressed her delight with the evening.

6. Carol Thomas, member of Dinner Committee, was
indispensable for her volunteer work.  Among other
things, she organized the volunteers for the evening.

7. Mike and Susan Byram (Executive Director
of ASP), enjoying the evening.

8. Renee Robinson  enjoyed the live auction
and actually won some of her bids.

9. Dr. Kevin Welch with wife, Capri, peruse the
almost 140 silent auction items.

10. Mary and Bud Newbill, parents of our own
Judy Burns (creator of Kids for Camp).

11. Collier Merrill, “Restaurant, Emcee, and
Auction King,” did a magnificent job of
encouraging bids.

12. Skopolo’s Restaurant, always a friend to the
autism community, once again gave a pop-
ular and generous silent auction item.

13. Fred Levin, popular Head of the nationally-
recognized Levin, Pappantonio Law Firm,
tries to win one of the fantastic trips offered
in the open auction.



Congrats to our graduate: “King” Richard
David Kingston

Richard, affectionately
known as “King,” son of
David and Ann Richard,
is graduating May 29
from Washington High
School.  

King has enjoyed
being included in the
“Washington Singers”
WHS.  The group had
the honor of singing at

Epcot this past Christmas season. King
enjoyed performing in the group, with help from
his father, David.  King’s teacher said, “Having
King in chorus has been a wonderful experi-
ence. He has taught me more than I have
taught him.” 

No stranger to the limelight, King has
appeared on the covers of numerous publica-
tions including Guidepost, Autism Digest Maga-
zine, Autism Spectrum Quarterly and is cur-
rently the Poster Child for the National Autism
Society of America.  

King has also appeared on WEAR TV 3

News, Dayside, Angels in Our Midst, and other
TV programs.  His mother, Ann, has written a
book about his life entitled, “And When He Did-
n’t Come Home,”  as a resource for other fami-
lies who are going through similar difficulties.

King will work and attend classes at the
Transition Employment Center (TEC) a service

“King” Richard
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offered by UCP.  Classes will provide King with
training and assistance in a variety of activities
and support in seeking and sustaining gainful
employment.  He will also continue pursuing a
career in modeling. 

We, in the Autism community, are very
proud of King.  Congratulations, King!
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Much to celebrate . . .
Another autism awareness month comes

to an end.  For those of
us living with a loved
one on the spectrum,
awareness is 24/7 and
never ends.  15 years
ago this summer, I first
heard the words that
now are heard every 20
minutes: ”Your child
has autism.”   I felt
relief at being handed a

guide to help my child, but as many of you
know, the road has many pathways and is
often confusing.  Each of us has to find the
way that works for our child and our family.

The up side of 1 in 150 is increased
awareness all across the country.  In our own
community we are reaping the benefit of this
awareness in so many ways.  April 2009 finds
us celebrating our growing partnership with
Sacred Heart Hospital.  April started with our
Resource Fair led by our newest council
member, Natasha Parvey.  Natasha led a
team of community volunteers and created a
fabulous information fair.  When this paired
with a group of Sacred Heart employees
doing a volunteer project, the art show for the
ages was born!  Our children and their art
helped raise enough money to provide early
diagnosis kits for pediatricians in our area!

The Sacred Heart Autism Training Director,
Debbie Keremes, will train them in late sum-
mer.  But first, she is preparing for Kids for
Camp and the entire camp committee is very
excited about the increased quality and fun
Debbie has in store!  We will begin training
our staff and others from the community on
June 15 and camp begins June 22.

Our fundraising activities for April were all
an incredible success.  In spite of our tough
economy, we exceeded our goals on all our
events!  A huge thank you and congratula-
tions to Buzz & Debbie Ritchie (host and
hostess) and Kevin and Jenny Doyle (auction
chairs) for a wonderful dinner and auction!
So many people gave of themselves to make
the 6th version of this event very special.
Special thanks to Carol Thomas and her PNJ
team and to our dedicated Gillian Ward.
Also, Steve Grant and Nicole Brown led their
team for another successful motorcycle ride
with the best weather ever!   Thanks to Irby

Engineering for sponsoring
this group.

And more is on the horizon!
Make sure you make plans to
attend our Annual Picnic hosted
by GASP on May 23rd.  Lots of
events are planned.  I am also very excited to
announce that June 24th will be Autism
Awareness night at Pelican Park!  This will be
a fun celebration of our loved ones with
autism and America’s favorite pastime!  Mark
your calendar now, tell your family and friends
and take them out to the ball game!!

I continue to be amazed by the generosity
of our community.  Whenever we ask, people
step forward to help us out.  So many people
get that life is so challenging with autism, but
there is so much potential, we all feel called
to make a difference.  Here’s to another year
of doing that --  together!  

Susan Byram

From the director’s desk

Kendig accepts “Spirit” award Continued from page 1

Harvard University and University of Maryland.
Rod has for a long time shown great concern

for those who need a helping hand in life’s
struggles.  He has adopted children with special
needs and has given them the tools to succeed
to their maximum abilities.  

ASP felt Rod exemplifies the qualities with
which this spirit award was created.  We are
proud to honor him with 2009 Spirit Award. 

Last year’s Community Spirit recipients were
ASP Board Member Joe Webb, and his wife,
Karen of Formsystems, Inc.

Kids for Camp to feature new “Theme Weeks”
Camp planning is moving along, and we

are very excited about the activities we are
setting up for this summer. 

Art projects, field trips, and family outings
are just a few of the fun things we are plan-
ning!  Remember to turn in your enrollment
paperwork by May 15th to ensure that your
child is officially enrolled in camp.

Two parent orientation meetings will be
held prior to the start of camp.  All camp par-
ents are required to attend one of these
meetings to be held at ARC Gateway on
Tues., May 19 at 6:30 p.m. and Sat., May 30
at 10 a.m.  Mark your calendars now!

This year, camp will be organized into
“theme” weeks, including weekend outings
for families tied into the themes. Outings will
be open to all ASP members, not just camp
families, and will be a great way to get out
and socialize over the summer.

Also open to all ASP members will be

two parent training sessions during camp.
Dates will be announced soon for evening
trainings conducted by Debbie Keremes,
director of autism training at Sacred Heart
Autism Center.  

Volunteers are still needed to assist with
specific camp jobs -- a Special Area coordi-
nator for the Holm Campus, someone to
coordinate gathering of materials for camp,
someone to coordinate gathering teacher
incentives, a parent chat coordinator, and a
parent training coordinator. 

For more information about these jobs,
please contact Jessica Lapen at 850-380-
7177 or jesslb_1998@yahoo.com. 

McKay selected Student of Year
Congratulations to eight year old, Lauchlan McKay, (pictured left)

who has autism and has mainstreamed into a typical classroom at
Blue Angels Elementary School was selected Student of the Year.  

Lauchlan, son of  Rich and Veronica McKay was honored at the
award ceremony on Thursday, April 16, 2009 , at N.B. Cook Ele-
mentary (School of the Arts).  

His teachers, Mrs. Taliaferro and Mrs. Brooks, and all the rest of
his teachers were so excited for him.  

ASP Resource Fair and Art Celebration big success
ASP’s annual Information and Resource

Fair was bigger and better than ever this year!
The event, held at the Sacred Heart Hospital
Conference Center on April 4th, was not only
our traditional resource fair, but also included
parent workshops and a sale of artwork created
by individuals with autism.

Thirty vendors participated in this year’s
resource fair.  They supplied information to our
families about the products and services they
provide in our area.  A wide range of services
were represented from ABA therapy to dental
care to legal assistance.  It was truly a “one-

stop shop” for parents looking for assistance in
navigating the maze that is life with a child on
the spectrum.

Parent workshops were a new addition to
our resource fair this year.  Three workshops
were offered to families looking for more in-
depth information on community resources in
our area.  Topics included “Making Friends . .
.Providing Support for Social Relationships,”
“What CARD Can Do for You?,” and “Overview
of Your Rights Under Special Education Law.”
Special thanks go out to M.J. Ziemba of the
Florida Incusion Network, Carol DeLugo of the

Autism Awareness Night at Pelican Park
Monday, June 24th at 6:35 p.m.

Purchase and sell tickets to benefit ASP and Kids for Camp!!!  

Pensacola Pelicans vs. Grand Prairie Air Hogs
Mark your calendars and join us for

an evening of baseball, hotdogs,
and good old-fashioned fun!

Tickets are $10 and are available now
Call Cyndie Skoros 497-8493

Center for Autism and Related Disabilities, and
Nicole Brown of the Family Network on Disabili-
ties, for taking the time to prepare and present
these workshops.

Our very first Art Show and Sale was a great
success!  All of the artwork was created by indi-
viduals with autism in our community.  Many of
the pieces were created by our children at Art
Fun Day.  The delight in our children’s eyes
when they saw their creations displayed and
being sold was priceless!  All of the proceeds
from the art sale benefited the new Sacred
Heart Autism Center; specifically, to purchase
early diagnosis kits for area pediatricians.  We
would like to say a special thank you to the Pay
It Forward committee at Sacred Heart Hospital
for organizing the art show and sale.  We look
forward to repeating this event next year!

We would also like to express our sincere
thanks to Natasha Parvey and her team of vol-
unteers for organizing this great event for us.
Natasha, one of our newest council members,
willingly took charge and worked tirelessly in
recruiting and organizing community volunteers
and vendors resulting in a very successful day
for ASP.  We are very fortunate to have such
dedicated volunteers!

ASP Member News Brief
• Julian and Marilyn Irby’s daughter, Amy Irby, will graduate from East Hill

Christian School on May 22nd   •  Tina Foley will marry Keith Ivey on June 20th  •

ASP is grateful to this year’s Dinner Co-Chairs
Buzz and Debbie Ritchie (top), and to Auction

Chairs Kevin and Jenny Doyle (bottom) for
their commitment  to raise funds for Camp. 
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May 19 – 6:30 p.m. -Camp Parent Orientation at
ARC Gateway
May 23 – 11:00 a.m. - GASP End-of-School-Year
Picnic, Bayview Park, Pensacola
May 26 – 9:30 a.m. – Pensacola Chat, Village Inn,
9th Ave.
May 28 – 10 a.m. - ASP Council , ARC Gateway,
Susan’s Office
May 30 – 10:00 a.m. - Camp Parent Orientationat
ARC Gateway
June 15 & 16 – 9:00 a.m.- Camp Set-Up days – Vol-
unteers needed!
June 22 – 9:00 a.m. - First Day of Camp!
June 24 – 6:35 p.m. - Autism Awareness Night at
Pelican Park,UWF
August 18 - 6:30 p.m. - ASP Night Meeting, 
Dr. Suhrbier will be the speaker at our monthly
evening meeting at ARC Gateway

* * * * *
GASP will not meet until September, but we hope to
see all grandparents at the May 23rd Picnic. Ques-
tions, call Jenny Doyle @ 607-6951.

* * * * *
Check at www.autismpensacola.org  for other meet-
ings and updates.

2009 Teacher of the Year: 
Faye Prior

2009 Professional of the Year: 
Dr. Leasha Barry

Awards presented to friends of ASP at annual dinner

When Jessica and Danny Lapen moved their
family to Pace in 2006, ASP became the fortunate
recipients of Jessica’s altruism.  She jumped right in
and worked tirelessly, helping to make the world a
brighter place for our families living with autism.

Since 2007, Jessica has spent countless hours
helping to make Kids for Camp a reality.  This year
she has taken on the leadership role of Camp Pro-
ject Director.  She is also serving as the ASP Council
Chairperson this year, and for the past few months,
she has served as Acting Recording Secretary.

Jessica does all of these things for ASP out of the
goodness of her heart.  She is truly a gift to us all.
We are so very grateful for her and proud to recog-
nize her as our 2009 Volunteer of the Year.

Volunteer of the Year:
Jessica Lapen

Danny and Jessica Lapen

Dr. Leasha Barry
has worked tireless-
ly since coming to
Pensacola to
improve the lives of
those living with
autism by training
students to become
Board Certified
Behavior Analysts. 

BCBAs provide the‘best practice’ for teach-
ing children with autism as many areas strug-
gle to meet this ever growing need.  

Dr. Barry’s creativity has been a gift to UWF
and to our community as she has students
from as far away as California acquiring their
certification through her program.

Last summer, Dr. Barry donated countless
hours towards the development of the Sacred
Heart Autism Center and Kids for Camp.  

Dr. Barry submitted a presentation on Kids
for Camp and was accepted for the prestigious
ABA International conference in Phoenix, AZ
this May.  

Leasha was unable to attend the Dinner as
she is currently undergoing cancer treatments,
but even so, she is already volunteering to
support Kids for Camp 2009.  

We gratefully designate Dr. Leasha Barry
as our Autism Professional of the Year. 

Upcoming events        Check Website for meetings which will resume in August or September

About 20 children and young adults with autism gathered at
ARC Gateway for Art Fun Day on March 7th. The purpose of this
event was to create artwork to be sold at a fundraiser in April.  This
was a great opportunity for our children to be actively involved in
an activity aimed at helping others.  This was also a chance for
ASP to partner with our friends at Sacred Heart Hospital as we
“build” the new Autism Center.   

Many colorful creations were on display throughout the day as
the children completed their artwork.  Trains, planets, kites, and
animals were just some of the images our children created.  Volun-
teers from Sacred Heart Hospital were on hand to help “inspire”
our young artists, and parents lent a helping hand whenever their
children needed it.  

At the end of the day, a large collection of artwork was donated to
be sold at the Resource Fair and Art Celebration to held at Sacred
Heart.  Art Fun Day truly was a “fun day” for all participants. The chil-
dren let their creativity shine, while the adults enjoyed the opportunity
to witness the miracle of our children’s imaginations!

Dr. Leasha Barry

We would like to welcome Dr. Ed and Kitty Meadows
to our community.  Dr. Ed Meadows is the new 

President of PJC, and we are very grateful 
for the partnership which PJC has with ASP. 

Faye Pryor came to camp in 2007 where she
proved to be an amazing teacher and leader.  She
is always supportive of her fellow staff members,
arriving early everyday to prepare coffee and get
everyone off on the right foot!  

When a family had trouble with transportation,
she stepped in and helped!  She truly loves all the
children she teaches and always goes the extra
mile for them.  

Faye has incorporated the principles she learned
at camp to support the children she teaches at Lip-
scomb Elementary where she has taught since
2006.  She loves teaching at Lipscomb and says
her mother is her inspiration.

Fayeencourages so many, and ASP proudly
recognizes her as our 2008 Kids for Camp Teacher
of the Year.  

ASP Director Susan Byram and Faye Prior

s

Art Fun Day brings creativity and camaraderie

Thank Yous and Remembrances

Honorarium
Bill & Patsy Baxter in honor of David Byram
Mike and Pam Keller in honor of Julian Irby

Memorial
David & Bonnie McKinney

for William Sterzing

Donation 
Thank Yous
Jim and Shirley Cronley

Eastern Shore Wesley Bible Church
Jacqueline Falzone

James Kilroy
Dr. and Mrs. Ed Meadows
Alan and Marjorie Moore

Organize Right Now
Jennifer Packer

Coralee Richardson
Richard and Lea Schneider

Jon and Lynda Stier
Sue Straughn

County Commissioner Marie Young

Matthew Sterzing (below) enjoys Art day
with his dad, while Michael Mendiola

(right) shows off some of his artwork.
Carol DeLugo shows off art made by her

daughter Rachael (bottom photo).

GASP End-of-Year Picnic
The annual picnic will be held once again at BayView

Park, 2001 East Lloyd St., near Pensacola Bay.  

Saturday, May 23, 2009
Starts at 10 am til 1 pm appx. 

Fishing starts at 9:30 am

We are working on getting fishing poles donated 
so that all the kids, teens and adults who want to take a
chance at catching Sunday's dinner will have a chance. 

Burgers and hot dogs will be 
provided as well as drinks

and chips. We ask that fami-
lies provide a side dish or

dessert to share. Call Jenny
Doyle at 607-6951 or Joan

Harbuck at 432-6903


